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Introduction 
 
This photoshop tutorial will show how to use the Spot  Healing Brush  tool to 
remove airplane trails from an image.   
 
 

 
The original image with airplane trails 
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Procedure 
 
During the past summer, I shot a beautiful portrait of my friend Bruce and his wife 
Connie at Coyle Field, NJ with the Summer Milkyway in full view behind them.  
The image seemed almost perfect with the exception of two aircraft which left 
their bright trails across the image.  Luckily, photoshop has a nice tool which can 
be used to remove these airplane trails – the Spot Healing Brush.  
 
The first step is to zoom in on the area of the image where the airplane trails are 
located. 
 

 
Zooming in on the airplane trails 

 
 
The next step is to select the Spot Healing Brush  tool from the main toolbar 
palette. 
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 Selecting the Spot Healing Brush  tool 
 
Next, we zoom in even closer on the individual airplane trail that we would like to 
remove. 
 
 

 
Zooming in even further on an individual airplane trail 
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Now before using the Spot Healing Brush , adjust the size of the brush by 
pressing the “[“ or “]” keys on the keyboard.  The brush size should be made just 
slightly larger than the airplane trail as shown in the image below. 
 
Next, left click on the beginning of the airplane trail, and as you hold the left 
mouse button down, drag the Spot Healing Brush  across the entire airplane 
trail. 

 

 
Dragging the Spot Healing Brush  across the airplane trail 

 
That’s it.  When you are finished, the airplane trail should be completely removed 
as is shown on the next page.  Please note that you may have to undo this action 
and re-attempt several times to get it just right. 
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Airplane trail removed from image 

 
The next step, is to continue on and remove the remaining airplane trails from the 
image. 
 

 
                       Another airplane trail 
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As before, left click on the beginning of the airplane trail, continue holding the left 
mouse button and drag the Spot Healing Brush  across the entire airplane trail. 
 
 

 
Airplane trail removed from image 
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That’s all there is to it.  When you are finished, your image is drastically 
improved.  This procedure works on all types of astronomical images, although if 
the airplane trail crosses critical parts of an image (i.e. nebula, galaxy, etc…) it 
becomes more difficult and at that point, you would simply discard the image. 
 
 

 
Final image with airplane trails removed 
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One final note is that this procedure may remove and/or add additional stars to 
an image, especially if it’s a widefield image like the one shown in this example.  
However, since my particular images are being produced as art, and not 
scientifically, I am not too concerned about it.  If producing your images for 
scientific purpose, you certainly would not want add or remove stars from the 
image. 

 


